Office of Superintendent of Schools June 5, 2001
Board Meeting of June 20, 2001

Federal Programs and Grants Administration
John Johnson I, Deputy Superintendent

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR AUTHORIZATION TO ACCEPT A GRANT AWARD
FROM THE FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION FOR FUNDING
UNDER TITLE VI - CLASS-SIZE REDUCTION PROGRAM, IMPROVING
AMERICA’S SCHOOLS ACT; PROJECT CYCLE: JULY 1, 2001
THROUGH JUNE 30, 2002

The purpose of the federal Class-Size Reduction Program (CSR) is to continue to
improve student achievement and ensure that all children receive more individualized
attention. The goal of the CSR Program is to help schools improve student
achievement by adding additional highly qualified teachers to the workforce to ensure
that class size, particularly in the early grades, is reduced to no more than 18 children
per class.

The CSR Program is designed to complement other federal, state and local programs
that have related purposes. Local Educational Agencies (LEA) must use CSR funds to
supplement and not replace funds received from those state initiatives, so that the LEA
can implement greater class size reductions than the LEA would have been able to
accomplish under the state initiatives alone. During the 2000-2001 school year, Miami-
Dade County Public Schools received $12,392,413 under this initiative. Funds were
used to reduce the teacher/student ratio to 1:18 in the 26 selected schools. The 2001-
2002 allocation for the CSR Program is $13,237,490. Funds will be used to sustain the
CSR model in the 26 selected schools, and for professional development and teacher
recruitment. Pending review of funding, other Level 2 schools with high concentrations
of low-income students may be included in the CSR Program.

No local funds are required.

RECOMMENDED: That The School Board of Miami-Dade County, Florida, authorize
the Superintendent to:

1. accept a grant award from the Florida Department of Education,
in the amount of $13,237,490, for funding under Title VI — Class-
Size Reduction Program, Improving America’s Schools Act;
Project Cycle: July 1, 2001 through June 30, 2002;

2. extend this grant award, at no additional cost, for up to one
year, as authorized through official notification from the granting
agency, if deemed necessary, in order to fully expend the grant
award and thus complete the scope of the project; and

3. Financial Affairs to establish appropriations in the amounts

approved by the granting agency; such appropriations to be
reported periodically to the Board. -
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