Office of Superintendent of Schools October 10, 2001
Board Meeting of October 24, 2001

Federal Programs and Grants Administration
John Johnson II, Deputy Superintendent

SUBJECT: REQUESTFORAUTHORIZATIONTOACCEPTA GRANTAWARD FROM
THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION FOR FUNDING UNDER THE
IMPROVING AMERICA’S SCHOOL ACT 1994, BILINGUAL EDUCATION
~ FIELD-INITIATED RESEARCH PROGRAM: PROJECT CYCLE:
SEPTEMBER 1, 2001 THROUGH AUGUST 31, 2003

The U.S. Department of Education has issued a grant award to the Miami-Dade County
Public Schools under the Improving America’s School Act 1994, Bilingual Education —
Field-Initiated Research Program. Funds under this program are used for field-initiated
research activities related to the improvement of bilingual education and special alternative
instructional programs for limited English proficient (LEP) children and youth. Research
under this program will monitor the education of those students from entry into bilingual
programs through secondary school completion.

This project will focus on answering a significant question on the assessment of academic
achievement for LEP students: At what point in the language proficiency continuum does
testing a student in the second language in the content areas yield meaningful and valid
results? It proposes to ascertain the extent to which the FCAT is an appropriate measure
of the achievement of LEP students and to attempt to identify which variables best predict
performance of these students on achievement tests.

The research project, which will be implemented by the Division of Bilingual Education and
World Languages in collaboration with the Office of Evaluation and Research, proposes
to examine all the main variables, individually and in concert, that are relevant in testing
LEP students. In particular, the study will examine the relationships between length of
ESOL instruction, English language proficiency, literacy in the home language, grade level,
socioeconomic background, and readiness for achievement test in English. It will also
examine performance in the various content area tests and the effect of cultural bias on
the performance of LEP students.

Funding in the amount of $229,076 has been appropriated for personnel, inservice training,
consultant fees, travel, testing materials and supplies, equipment, and scoring fees.

Official notification of this grant award was received on September 13, 2001, which is after
the start of the budget period. The budget period for this award allows for the
reimbursement of expenditures from September 1, 2001.

No local funds required.
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RECOMMENDED: That The School Board of Miami-Dade County, Florida, authorize the
Superintendent to:

1. accept a grant award from the U. S. Department of Education, in
the amount of $229,076, for funding under the Improving
America’s School Act 1994, Bilingual Education — Field-Initiated
Research Program; Project Cycle: September 1, 2001 through
August 31, 2003;

2. extend this grant award, at no additional cost, for up to one year,
as authorized through official notification from the granting agency;,
if deemed necessary, in order to fully expend the grant award and
thus complete the scope of the project; and

3. Financial Affairs to establish appropriations in the amounts
approved by the granting agency; such appropriations to be
reported periodically to the Board.
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