Office of Superintendent of Schools November 30, 2005
Board Meeting of December 14, 2005

Alberto M. Carvalho, Associate Superintendent
Office of Intergovernmental Affairs, Grants Administration, and Community Services

SUBJECT: REQUEST AUTHORIZATION TO ACCEPT A GRANT AWARD
FROM THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
(USDOE) UNDER THE PARTNERSHIPS IN CHARACTER
EDUCATION PROGRAM

COMMITTEE: INSTRUCTIONAL EXCELLENCE AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Authorization is requested to accept a highly competitive grant award from the United
States Department of Education (USDOE), in the approximate amount of $1,513,150,
for a four-year award to fund the Partnerships in Character Education Program, for the
grant period of October 1, 2005, through September 30, 2009. Building on the District’'s
current character education initiative, the Division of Social Sciences will implement a
program that promotes character and ethics education through the adopted nine core
values: citizenship, cooperation, fairness, honesty, integrity, kindness, pursuit of
excellence, respect, and responsibility.

The Partnerships in Character Education grant, which provides for activities in all
District schools, will facilitate the development of a comprehensive, model character and
ethics education program that will help students develop socially, ethically, and
academically. The grant will reinforce efforts to improve student achievement and
literacy, and support the District’s new secondary school reform efforts.

Specifically, the Partnerships in Character Education grant will be used to:

« support the development of new curricular resources to teach character and
ethics education across the academic disciplines;

« provide regular professional development for teachers and administrators,
including training in the foundations of ethical reasoning and teaching strategies
to encourage thoughtful classroom discussion on ethical issues; and

« develop home extension activities and parent workshops to support instruction in
character and ethics.

No matching funds are required as a condition to receive grant funding. Grant funds, in
the amount of $1.450 906, will be used for personnel, contracted services, teacher

stipends, teacher substitutes, printing, equipment, and supplies.
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Official notification of this grant award was received on September 30, 2005.
Reimbursement of grant-related expenditures is authorized effective October 1, 2005.

RECOMMENDED: That The School Board of Miami-Dade County, Florida, authorize
the Superintendent to:

AMC:mgl

1.

accept a grant award from the United States Department of
Education (USDOE) under the Partnerships in Character
Education Program, in the approximate amount of
$1,513,150, for the grant period of October 1, 2005, through
September 30, 2009;

retain funds from the grant in an amount not to exceed the
annually negotiated indirect cost rate, as approved by the
FLDOE, as allowed;

extend this program as authorized through official notification
from the granting agency, in order to complete the goals of
the program; and

direct Financial Operations to establish appropriations in the

amounts approved or as amended by the granting agency;
such appropriations to be reported periodically to the Board.
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