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Dr. Marta Perez, Board Member 

SUBJECT: 

COMMITTEE: 

LINK TO STRATEGIC 

SUPPORT OF A JOINT APPLICATION TO THE U.S. 
DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 
UNDER ITS SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES INITIATIVE, BY THE 
SOUTH FLORIDA REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL AND THE 
TREASURE COAST REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL ON 
BEHALF OF A SEVEN-COUNTY AREA, THROUGH: A) A 
LETTER OF SUPPORT; AND B) APPROVAL OF EXECUTION OF 
A MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

FACILITIES AND CONSTRUCTION REFORM 

FRAMEWORK: FINANCIAL EFFICIENCY/STABILITY 

Introduction 
The Treasure Coast Regional Planning Council and the South Florida Regional Planning 
Council (Planning Councils), on which I serve as the School Board's representative, have 
joined forces to apply for a federal grant from U.S. HUD, under its Sustainable 
Communities Initiative, to develop a Regional Plan (Plan) for Sustainable Development. 
This Plan will reflect the regions' vision for sustainable development, as well as serve as 
the framework that will inform future federal investment in the implementation of 
sustainable programs and projects. In total the two Councils represent seven counties, 
including the densely populated urban areas of Miami-Dade, Broward and Palm Beach. 

Additional Information 
The two Planning Councils have each approved a resolution directing their respective 
staffs to coordinate the development of the grant application, and under this particular 
federal program, large metropolitan areas can receive up to $5 million for Plan 
development. In addition to providing a letter of support, agencies interested in actively 
participating in the grant application and Plan development processes can also execute a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU). This MOU carries no financial responsibility or 
commitment on the part of participants other than allocation of time. Because of the 
District's own focus on sustainability and the potential for future additional federal 
assistance to the participating regions once a Plan is completed, I am recommending that 
the School Board's support be expressed both via a letter (sample attached) and 
authorization to execute the MOU (sample also attached). 
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ACTION PROPOSED BY 
DR. MARTA PEREZ: That The School Board of Miami-Dade County, Florida, 

support a joint application to the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development under its Sustainable 
Communities Initiative, by the South Florida Regional 
Planning Council and the Treasure Coast Regional 
Planning Council on behalf of a seven-county area, 
through: a) a letter of support; and b) approval of 
execution of a Memorandum of Understanding. 
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