
Office of Superintendent of Schools 
Special Board Meeting of July 11, 2012 

Office of School Facilities 
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July 9,2012 

SUBJECT: CONFIRM FINAL RECOMMENDATION FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT 
OF SCHOOLS RELATING TO AGENDA ITEM F-7 APPROVED BY THE 
BOARD ON JUNE 13, 2012 AUTHORIZING AN INTERLOCAL 
AGREEMENT WITH THE VILLAGE OF KEY BISCAYNE 

LINK TO 
STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK: FINANCIAL EFFICIENCY/STABILITY 

Introduction 
At its meeting of June 13, 2012, the School Board approved Board Agenda Item F-7 
which authorized the Superintendent to implement the initiatives enumerated therein 
and report back to the Board by July 20,2012. Since that time, the District has met with 
representatives of the Village of Key Biscayne (Village) as well as representatives of the 
MAST community to further discuss and address any remaining concerns or questions 
relative to such initiatives. 

Status 
Further refinements of the Board-approved proposal include: 

1. Preserving the integrity of the original purpose of MAST Academy as a pathway 
for careers in maritime science with a student population that is representative of 
the rich diversity of the county by ensuring that access to the existing magnet 
program will continue to be allocated exclusively through the districtwide lottery. 

2. Establishing a School-within-a-School model, as delineated in School Board 
Policy 2370, to include two additional Cambridge Academies. One academy will 
be dedicated to other sciences such as robotics, engineering, or environmental 
studies; the other may be dedicated to a Liberal Arts education such as global 
studies and languages. Village resident students will have priority for the 
Cambridge Academy seats. The entrance level criteria will be identical to 
existing MAST Academy criteria. 

3. Preserving the name recognition of MAST Academy, while still ensuring that all 
three academies are part of one school, a proposed name for MAST Academy @ 
Virginia Key will be subsequently proffered, pursuant to School Policy 7250. 

4. Beginning with the 2012-2013 school year, qualified eighth graders will be 
recruited and provided a rigorous course of study, with particular emphasis on 
math and science, to ensure their success at the high school level. 
Implementation of the middle school component will be evaluated prior to 
expansion at the conclusion of the 2013-2014 school year. 

Page 1 of 2 



Additional Information 
As a result of the collaborative effort with the entities listed above, a draft of the 
Interlocal Agreement between the School Board and the Village (ILA) has been finalized 
and will be provided to the Board separately as supplemental information. It should be 
noted that the Village Council is scheduled to take additional action on the ILA at its 
meeting of July 10, 2012 and, if needed, a further update will be provided to the Board 
on July 11. 

RECOMMENDED: 

JGT:aj 

That The School Board of Miami-Dade County, Florida, 
confirm final recommendation from the Superintendent of 
Schools relating to Agenda item F-7 approved by the 
Board on June 13, 2012 authorizing an I nterlocal 
Agreement with the Village of Key Biscayne. 
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