
Descrip on  A plan detailing the individualized needs for a stu-

dent to access their educa on . In order to receive a 

Free and Appropriate Educa on (FAPE).  

A plan for how a school will provide support or re-

move barriers for a student with a disability. Disability 

may be considered as temporary or permanent.   

Purpose   Provides individualized special educa on and related 

services required for a student to access their educa-

on, always at no cost to the families.  

Provides services and changes to the learning envi-

ronment to enable students to learn alongside their 

peers, at no cost to families.   

Applicable Law  The Individuals with Disabili es Educa on Act (IDEA)  

Provides funding. 

Sec on 504 of the Rehabilita on Act of 1973          

Does not provide funding, but funding can be taken 

away for non-compliance.  

Eligibility   Two Requirements:  

1. A child with on or more of the 13 disabili es 

listed in the IDEA.  

2. The disability must affect the child’s educa onal 

performance and/or ability to learn and benefit 

for the general educa on curriculum.  Child 

must need specialized instruc on to make pro-

gress in school.  

*Eligibility requirements for disabili es vary from 

state to state, thus the need for re-evalua on for out

-of-state transfers.  

 

Two Requirements:  

1. A child with any disability.  There is a wide range 

covered in Sec on 504. 

2. The disability must interfere with a child’s ability 

to learn in the general educa on environment.   

* To meet eligibility, a student must meet any one of 

the following three requirements:  

(i) has a physical or mental impairment which sub-

stan ally limits one or more major life ac vi es,  

(ii) has a record of such an impairment, or  

(iii) is regarded as having such an impairment.”  

 

Contents  The IEP sets learning goals and the individuals ser-

vices in order to make adequate progress to those 

goals. Some things an IEP must include: 

1. Current levels of academic and func onal per-

formance, 

2. Annual educa onal goals and how they will be 

monitored, 

3. Services (special educa on, related, supplemen-

tary, extended school year, transporta on), 

4. Accommoda ons, 

5. Modifica ons, 

6. Par cipa on in standardized tests, 

7. Par cipa on with the general educa on curricu-

lum and non-disabled peers.  

The 504 Plan delineates what the school will do to 

provide student access to the general educa on 

learning environment.  504 Plans include:  

1. Specific accommoda ons, supports and services, 

2. Names of who will provide the services, 

3. Name of the person responsible for ensuring the 

plans’ implementa on.  
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