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I see the idea of branding as an important 
issue...I’m excited about the idea of getting the real message 
of what we do into the public mind...when we care enough for children, 
where do they go –– Miami-Dade County Public Schools. 
DR. ROBERT B. INGRAM, JUNE 13, 2007
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Contents Introduction/Branding
The purpose of this guide is to establish and maintain the consistent use of 
Miami-Dade County Public Schools’ logo, type font and color palette, thereby 
supporting the district’s brand. While branding is more than a logo, branding 
district and school services with a consistent identifier increases public 
awareness of what we do, builds confidence in public education and ultimately 
increases support for education services and programs.

Miami-Dade County Public Schools’ graphic standards are based on the single 
premise that there is only one purpose for published and electronic materials 
issued by the district—to communicate facts, services and ideas. Schools and 
departments may provide exceptional individualized services, but we must not 
lose sight of the fact that these are school system services. We must endeavor to 
promote and clearly identify all of the many services the school system provides 
under a single brand.
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Style Guide, Logo, and 
Letterhead Online*
To assist district work locations in the implementation of these graphic standards, 
the  employee portal (Tool Box) features this guide, letterhead templates and the 
district logo. This guide explains district branding in detail, including specifications, 
color palette, usage and other relevant information for our identifying logo.

* Employees must log in via the Intranet to access and download
 the logo and letterhead templates.  



Logo History
In March 2001, The School Board of Miami-Dade County unveiled Miami-
Dade County Public Schools’ new logo. It symbolizes opening the book of 
learning to a world of  lifelong opportunities and complements the district’s 
slogan “giving our students the world.”
Use of District Name and Slogan with Logo discussed on page 8.

The logo was selected from more than 40 entries in a logo contest 
coordinated with the Miami Advertising Federation and judged best by  
advertising and marketing professionals from some of South Florida’s 
leading advertising agencies. The logo design guidelines were determined 
with input from members of the Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce and 
the Miami-Dade County Council of PTAs/PTSAs, as well as select school 
system administrators, teachers, support staff and students. New graphic 
standards were distributed to all work locations, and within a few months, 
the logo took hold as the district’s new modern symbol of learning.  

In September 2005, The School Board of Miami-Dade County, Florida 
authorized the logo to be presented in a seal format under a School Board 
directive proposed by the late School Board Member Dr. Robert B. Ingram. 
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Use of the Official Logo
The official logo will be prominently displayed on all school system public 
information and promotional materials and district assets, including facility 
signage, other signage and vehicles (school buses are exempt). The logo 
cannot be changed in any way. This includes its proportions, fonts and 
colors. Adherence to Miami-Dade County Public Schools graphic standards 
is critical to communicating a cohesive and consistent message.

The official school system logo is shown on this page. It is to be used 
on all Miami-Dade County Public Schools’ publications including but not 
limited to fliers, brochures, annual reports, newsletters, forms, multimedia 
presentations, posters, letterhead, signage, business cards and advertising.  
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Logo Copyright
Miami-Dade County Public Schools’ logo is copyrighted and is the only 
official logo authorized for use on all printed and electronic materials 
produced by district entities. The logo is for official use only; it is not
to be used for personal use or shared with anyone outside 
the school system, including vendors.

Two-color
Blue (C=100 M=90 Y=10 K=0)
Cyan (C=100 M=0 Y=0 K=0)

One-color 
BLACK
(C=0 M=0 
Y=0 K=100)

Logo Placed on 
Color Background*
*For assistance with placing 
logos on color backgrounds, 
please contact the Office of 
Public Relations.

Download logos 
through the employee portal under Tool Box. 
Employees must log in via the Intranet to access logos.

1. The logo may not be used smaller than 3/4” inch in diameter.  

2. No logo may be used in place of the official school system logo 

3. The logo may only be used in three ways. See below. 
    No other colors, shades or screens may be used.



Color Standards
Miami-Dade County Public Schools’ logo is a two-color graphic and is 
the preferred version to be used whenever possible on communication 
materials, including letterhead, print advertising, television advertising, 
printed materials, direct marketing materials and electronic media.

Color Definitions:

The colors of Miami-Dade County Public Schools’ logo are a process 
Blue, C=100 M=90 Y=10 K=0 (book part of logo) and process Cyan, 
C=100 M=0 Y=0 K=0 (world part of logo). When color is not available, 
the logo must appear in all black (C=0 M=0 Y=0 K=100) or reversed 
out of a background color.
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Quality Control - Do’s & Don’ts
To ensure high quality reproduction, our logo should always be reproduced from 
the approved digital artwork. Once given to a printer or installed in your 
computer, these logos should never be altered. Care should be taken to avoid 
these common usage errors:

DO NOT alter the logo in any way; this includes changing its proportions.
DO NOT ungroup logo and use its elements separately. 
DO NOT translate the logo into another language. Please refer to page 8.
DO NOT change letter spacing or the relationship of the lettering to the logo.
DO NOT use the logo in unapproved colors.
DO NOT run lines through the logo.
DO NOT shade, shadow or texture the logo.
DO NOT stretch the logo.
DO NOT make the logo appear three dimensional.
DO NOT place the logo in any position other than upright.
DO NOT use the logo as part of a drawing or cartoon.
DO NOT develop or use other logos.
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BLUE CYAN BLACK

C=100 M=90
Y=10 K=0

C=100 M=0
Y=0 K=0

C=0 M=0
Y=0 K=100



Use of Logo with District Name, 
Slogan and Other Languages
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Miami-Dade County Public Schools
giving our students the world

Typography
An important part of creating a professional image is the standardized 
use of typography. The Arial font family was selected to accompany the 
logo to ensure a contemporary look and easy readability.  
Arial is used throughout this guide.

ARIAL Regular
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQURSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz
123456789

ARIAL Italic
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQURSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz
123456789

ARIAL Bold
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQURSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz
123456789

ARIAL Bold Italic
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQURSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz
123456789

One-color 
BLACK (C=0 M=0 Y=0 K=100)

Reversed Placed on 
Color Background 

Miami-Dade County Public Schools 
giving our students the world

Miami-Dade County Public Schools 
giving our students the world

Two-color
Blue (C=100 M=90 Y=10 K=0)
Cyan (C=100 M=0 Y=0 K=0)

Shown: 
3/4” diameter logo with 9pt type, Font: Arial

As the District’s name (Miami-Dade County Public Schools) and slogan (giving 
our students the world) are a part of the logo, listing them separately with the 
logo is not necessary. However, to enhance legibility when the logo is reduced to 
its smallest allowable size, listing the District’s name and slogan is acceptable. 

Depending on the type of communication, it may be appropriate to list the 
District’s name and slogan in another language with the logo.   

Center District name and slogan beneath logo as shown below. The name should 
be in Arial font bold letters; the slogan in Arial font italics and in lower case letters.   

Las Escuelas Públicas del Condado de Miami-Dade
dando el mundo a nuestros estudiantes

Lekòl Leta Miami-Dade County
lage mond la nan plamen elèv nou yo

Spanish Option

Haitian-Creole Option
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School Identifiers & Letterhead

AMERICAN SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL

This example of co-branded letterhead allows for 
custom identification of schools as well as the district. 
Bottom of the page copy is simply changed to indicate 
specific location and contact information. 
The school name, emblem or mascot (if available) is 
placed in the lower left quadrant. The principal’s name 
is placed below the school address and above the 
school website address. 

Editable templates of school letterhead is available 
through the employee portal under Tool Box. 
Employees must log in via the Intranet 
to access letterhead templates.

Contact Information 
and
Principal’s Name

School 
Mascot/Emblem (optional)

Our branding program is premised on the concept that our primary goal is to promote the valuable and 
varied programs and services our school system provides. Our logo is one way to visually reinforce 
the school system’s presence, purpose and impact. 

However, because of the breadth of system locations and services, schools also must be identifiable 
to help build school and community spirit. As such, standard school identifiers such as mascots, 
nicknames, emblems, slogans and colors are allowed, especially when communicating with parents 
and promoting school pride.

When appropriate, schools should incorporate the district logo in their communications. For 
example, a school may opt to use the district’s name and logo with the school’s name and mascot on 
letterhead. See design option A. Schools without an emblem or mascot may simply list the school 
name. On other communications, schools may want to identify themselves with the district by listing 
their names beneath the district logo. See design option B. To complement school colors that are 
different from district colors, schools may use the district logo in black or reversed out of a color. 
See logo usage options on page 4. Font recommendation: Arial

A.

B.

_____

_____

January 17, 2010

Name
Title
Organization
Address
City, State Zip

Dear _____________:

Miami-Dade County Public Schools wants to talk with you – and we have an exciting new 
tool to do that.

The District has a new communications system called Connect-ED™ that will allow me 
and the principals in your children’s schools to send you important messages by telephone.  
You received your first Connect-ED™ calls from me during Hurricane Wilma when we 
were testing the system.

Beginning today, we are using the system to let you know when your children are absent 
from school.  We believe that this will help get more students to school regularly, which is 
the first step in their learning.  Beyond attendance messages, we also will be able to reach 
out to you quickly in the unlikely event of an emergency.

In the coming weeks, your principals and I will be using Connect-ED™ to keep you 
informed about important developments in the schools – everything from the distribution 
of report cards to the date and time of the next PTA meeting.  Study after study has shown 
that parental involvement is a vital part of students’ success in school, and we will use 
Connect-ED™ to help us keep you involved.

Thank you for your support as we continue our work to ensure every student in every school 
receives an education that prepares them for college, careers and citizenship.

     Sincerely,

     Alberto M. Carvalho
                                                            Superintendent of Schools

AMC:LJG:ttr
L-913
cc: Superintendent’s Cabinet
 School Board Attorney
 DRAFT  

District/School Board Letterhead
Our official communications should create a positive first impression. To achieve that 
goal, we have adopted the following letterhead design to create a distinctive, 
professional appearance.

Displayed below is district letterhead used for official correspondence from School 
Board Members and the Superintendent’s office or on their behalf. Sample letter 
placement also is indicated. District letterhead may be downloaded from the employee 
portal or ordered through the Graphics and Materials Production Office at 305-995-
1138. New letterhead templates are created after each School Board election to reflect 
leadership changes.

Two-color District Letterhead
White Paper Stock Only

Recommended margins for letter 
placement:

TOP (dateline): 1.75”
LEFT: 1.5”
RIGHT: 1”
BOTTOM: 1”

January 17, 2010

Name
Title
Organization
Address
City, State Zip

Dear _____________:

Miami-Dade County Public Schools wants to talk with you – and we have an exciting new tool 
to do that.

The District has a new communications system called Connect-ED™ that will allow me and 
the principals in your children’s schools to send you important messages by telephone.  You 
received your first Connect-ED™ calls from me during Hurricane Wilma when we were testing 
the system.

Beginning today, we are using the system to let you know when your children are absent from 
school.  We believe that this will help get more students to school regularly, which is the first step 
in their learning.  Beyond attendance messages, we also will be able to reach out to you quickly 
in the unlikely event of an emergency.

In the coming weeks, your principals and I will be using Connect-ED™ to keep you informed 
about important developments in the schools – everything from the distribution of report 
cards to the date and time of the next PTA meeting.  Study after study has shown that parental 
involvement is a vital part of students’ success in school, and we will use Connect-ED™ to help 
us keep you involved.

Thank you for your support as we continue our work to ensure every student in every school 
receives an education that prepares them for college, careers and citizenship.

     Sincerely,

     Alberto M. Carvalho
     Superintendent of Schools

AMC:LJG:ttr
L-913
cc: Superintendent’s Cabinet
 School Board Attorney
 DRAFT  

The district letterhead template is 
available through the employee portal 
under Tool Box. 

Employees must log in via the Intranet to 
access letterhead templates.

Miami-Dade County School Board
Dr. Solomon C. Stinson, Chair

Perla Tabares Hantman, Vice Chair
Agustin J. Barrera 

Renier Diaz de la Portilla
Dr. Lawrence S. Feldman

Dr. Wilbert “Tee” Holloway
Dr. Martin S. Karp
Ana Rivas Logan

Dr. Marta Pérez

Superintendent of Schools
Alberto M. Carvalho

M

IA
MI-DADE COUNTY

giving our students 
the world

PUBLIC SCHOOLS

 • •

giving our students the world

Miami-Dade County Public Schools

School Board Administration Building • 1450 N.E. 2nd Avenue • Miami, Florida  33132
305-995-1000 • www.dadeschools.net

Miami-Dade County School Board
Dr. Solomon C. Stinson, Chair

Perla Tabares Hantman, Vice Chair
Agustin J. Barrera 

Renier Diaz de la Portilla
Dr. Lawrence S. Feldman

Dr. Wilbert “Tee” Holloway
Dr. Martin S. Karp
Ana Rivas Logan

Dr. Marta Pérez

Superintendent of Schools
Alberto M. Carvalho

M

IA
MI-DADE COUNTY

giving our students 
the world

PUBLIC SCHOOLS

 • •

giving our students the world

Miami-Dade County Public Schools

NAME OF SCHOOL
Principal, Address • City, Florida  33132

Phone • FAX •  website
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Business Cards/Envelopes
One standard look has been developed for business cards. Lead 
administrators at each work location determine who is eligible for 
business cards; thus, online templates are not available. Please order 
cards through the District’s Graphics and Materials Production 
Office at 305-995-1138.

One standard look also has been developed for envelopes. Design 
allows for schools and departments to be identified and their contact 
information and websites listed. Online templates are not available.  
Please order envelopes through the district’s Graphics and 
Materials Production Office at 305-995-1138.

NAME OF OFFICE
School Board Administration Building, Suite 000
1450 N.E. 2nd Avenue • Miami, Florida  33132

name.dadeschools.net

Two-color Business Card
Blue (C=100 M=90 Y=10 K=0)

Cyan (C=100 M=0 Y=0 K=0) 

White Paper Stock Only

One-color Envelope
Blue (C=100 M=90 Y=10 K=0)

White Paper Stock Only

_____
Department/School 
Mailing Address & Website

Miami-Dade County Public Schools
1450 N.E. 2nd Avenue, Suite 250 • Miami, FL 33132

305-995-xxxx • 305-xxxx-xxxx (Cell) 

305-995-xxxx (Fax) 

name@dadeschools.net

Name
Title

M

IA
MI-DADE COUNTY

giving our students
the world

PUBLIC SCHOOLS

 • •

SPECIALIZED PROGRAMS

Department/Program 
Identifiers & Letterhead
Our branding program is premised on the concept that our primary goal is to promote the valuable and 
varied programs and services our school system provides. Our logo is one way to visually reinforce 
the school system’s presence and impact. However, because of the breadth of system locations and 
services, it is sometimes necessary to identify district departments and programs. As such, standard 
department/program identifiers have been developed.   

District departments/programs ARE NOT to develop or use other logos.

For department uniforms/shirts (such as those worn by district maintenance and transportation 
personnel), the official school system logo shall be placed on the left breast pocket. The logo may 
be in the standard two-color version, all black, or all white. No other logo colors are permitted.

This standard letterhead look allows for proper 
identification of district departments. Bottom of the page 
copy is simply changed to indicate specific location and 
contact information. 

Department letterhead SHOULD NOT list additional 
names in margins  beneath the Superintendent’s and 
Board Members’ names or above the contact information. 
The sender’s name and title below the signature line is 
sufficient for identification.

Editable templates of department letterhead is available through 
the employee portal under Tool Box. Employees must log 
in via the Intranet to access letterhead templates.

Department/Office
Contact Information _____

January 17, 2010

Name
Title
Organization
Address
City, State Zip

Dear _____________:

Miami-Dade County Public Schools wants to talk with you – and we have an exciting 
new tool to do that.

The District has a new communications system called Connect-ED™ that will allow 
me and the principals in your children’s schools to send you important messages by 
telephone.  You received your first Connect-ED™ calls from me during Hurricane Wilma 
when we were testing the system.

Beginning today, we are using the system to let you know when your children are absent 
from school.  We believe that this will help get more students to school regularly, which is 
the first step in their learning.  Beyond attendance messages, we also will be able to reach 
out to you quickly in the unlikely event of an emergency.

In the coming weeks, your principals and I will be using Connect-ED™ to keep you 
informed about important developments in the schools – everything from the distribution 
of report cards to the date and time of the next PTA meeting.  Study after study has shown 
that parental involvement is a vital part of students’ success in school, and we will use 
Connect-ED™ to help us keep you involved.

Thank you for your support as we continue our work to ensure every student in every 
school receives an education that prepares them for college, careers and citizenship.

     Sincerely,

     Alberto M. Carvalho     
                                                            Superintendent of Schools

AMC:LJG:ttr
L-913
cc: Superintendent’s Cabinet
 School Board Attorney
 DRAFT  

Sample
Dept./Program
Identification

Miami-Dade County School Board
Dr. Solomon C. Stinson, Chair

Perla Tabares Hantman, Vice Chair
Agustin J. Barrera 

Renier Diaz de la Portilla
Dr. Lawrence S. Feldman

Dr. Wilbert “Tee” Holloway
Dr. Martin S. Karp
Ana Rivas Logan

Dr. Marta Pérez

Superintendent of Schools
Alberto M. Carvalho

M

IA
MI-DADE COUNTY

giving our students 
the world

PUBLIC SCHOOLS

 • •

giving our students the world

Miami-Dade County Public Schools

Name of Office or Department
School Board Administration Building (if applicable) • Address • City, Florida  33132

Phone • FAX • website
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Sample Printed/Digital Materials

Schools and district departments are encouraged to be creative and 
resourceful in the development of promotional materials. However, in 
an effort to provide a unifying message for our many programs and 
services, all efforts should be made to follow a common graphic design 
standard. That standard incorporates the logo and the district’s official 
color scheme. See examples below. 

Color Publication
With Two-color Logo
on Color Background Color Poster

With Two-color Logo
on White Background

Black & White Flier 
With Black & White Logo 
on White Background

Miami-Dade County 
Public Schools

Office of Intergovernmental Affairs, Grants 
Administration, and Community Services

1450 N.E. 2nd Avenue, Suite 931, Miami, FL 33132
305-995-1497 • FAX 305-995-3088

gafla.dadeschools.net

For further information contact:
Iraida R. Mendez-Cartaya 
Assistant. Superintendent

Mobile: 305-606-6553
imendez@dadeschools.net

Lisa M. Martinez, Director
Mobile: 786-525-2218

lmmartinez@dadeschools.net

The School Board 
of Miami-Dade County, Florida

Dr. Solomon C. Stinson, Chair 
Perla Tabares Hantman, Vice Chair

Agustin J. Barrera
Renier Diaz de la Portilla
Dr. Lawrence S. Feldman 

 Dr. Wilbert “Tee” Holloway 
Dr. Martin S. Karp 
Ana Rivas Logan
Dr. Marta Pérez

Alberto M. Carvalho
Superintendent of Schools

2010 State Legislative Priorities
Increase total potential (state and local) funding through the Florida Education Finance Program.

Develop and implement a plan to phase-out America’s Recovery and Reinvestment Act.

Extend voter-approved operating millage authority from four (4) years to ten (10) years.

Support modification of the class size constitutional amendment.

Delay penalties associated with non-compliance with the class size amendment.

Impose a deadline for local property appraisers to certify final valuation of the tax 
roll prior by June 30 of each year.

Conduct an impartial third-party study to develop a Cost of Education Index.

Restore the Local Discretionary Capital Outlay levy to 2 mills.

Delay the implementation of the new high school grading system.

Exempt specialized centers for hospital or homebound 
students from the state’s school grading.

Support legislation that will require high quality training 
in reading and English language development for 

ELL teachers.

Increase funding for Safe Schools.

Support the enactment of a “Slowing
Down Zone” as proposed in the 

Shaye Patrick Martin Safety Act 
developed by students of 

the Miami-Lakes Middle 
School Project Citizen 

Class.

¡CLASES PARTICULARES GRATUITAS!

Escuelas Públicas del Condado de Miami-Dade
Administración de Título I

PERíoDo DE
MATRíCULA
del 24 de agosto al 8 de septiembre de 2009

Su hijo o hija es elegible para recibir 
clases particulares gratuitas, si él o 
ella recibe comidas gratis o a precios 
reducidos y asiste a una escuela que ha 
sido identificada como en “necesidad 
de mejoramiento”, que necesita 
“medidas correctivas”, está en “plan de 
reestructuración” o está en “estatus de 
reestructuración”. Por favor, póngase en 
contacto con su escuela para que verifique 
el estatus de la misma.

Proveedores privados aprobados por 
el estado ofrecen clases particulares 
gratuitas a estudiantes de kindergarten a 
12mo grado en los campos de la lectura/
las artes del lenguaje, las matemáticas y 
las ciencias antes o después de las horas 
de clase en la escuela o durante los fines 
de semana.

Se dará prioridad a los estudiantes de más 
bajo rendimiento si no hubiese suficientes 
fondos para proporcionar servicios a todos 
los estudiantes elegibles cuyos padres 
soliciten los servicios.

Padres de familia, matriculen a sus hijos en el 
Programa de Servicios Educacionales 
Suplementarios (SES) para el curso
escolar 2009-2010.

FERIAS DE SELECCIón 
PARA PADRES DE FAMILIA
De 10:00 a.m. hasta las 12:30 p.m.

Sábado, 29 de agosto de 2009
William H. Turner Technical Arts High School 
10151 N.W. 19th Avenue, Miami, FL 33147

Sábado, 5 de septiembre de 2009
Homestead Senior High School
2351 S.E. 12th Avenue, Homestead, FL 33034

Si su hijo o hija cumple los requisitos de elegibilidad, pueden 
llenar la solicitud de SES y presentarla en las Ferias de 
Selección para Padres de Familia, en la escuela de su hijo o hija, 
mediante el Portal para Padres de Familia del Distrito 
en http://myportal.dadeschools.net/parent/ o por fax al
305-995-2540 o 305-523-0144.

Para más información llame al: 305-995-4549

Pou tout 
enfòmasyon
sou zafè 
lekòl

Radyo Lekòl

WLRN 91.3 FM 

1580 AM

1610 AM

Lendi-Vandredi
WLRN 91.3 FM
9:05-9:30 p.m. 

ak Carline Faustin,
Simone Degraff,
Cherol Marcelin 

e Jan Mapou

Mèkredi
1610 AM
8:30-9:30 a.m.
ak Carline Faustin

Si w gen kesyon, 
sijesyon rele
Carline Faustin nan 
Office of Public Relations/Haitian Affairs
305-995-1188

Lekòl Leta Miami-Dade County

Mèkredi
1580 AM
4:20-4:30 p.m.
ak Carline Faustin


