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SUBJECT:   ADOPTION OF EMERGENCY POLICY: 5511- EP-2015-2016, 
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This item is presented to the Board to consider the proposed emergency adoption of the 
amendment to School Board Policy 5511, Dress and Grooming.  As part of the 2015-2016 
General Appropriations Act, the 2015 Florida Legislature allocated $10 million for school 
districts to establish and implement district-wide standards student attire policy to promote 
safe and supportive learning environments and improve school safety and discipline. 
 
To be eligible for funding, the district superintendent must certify to the Florida Department 
of Education that the district school board has implemented the approved district-wide 
standard student policy for the 2015-2016 no later than September 1.  A district that 
voluntarily adopts and implements a district-wide standard student attire policy that meets 
the requirements established by the FLDOE is eligible to receive an incentive funding award 
of $10 per student in kindergarten through grade 8 until the appropriated funds are 
depleted. The Florida Department of Education released guidelines for the implementation 
of the policy on Friday, July 24, 2015.  Pursuant to the guidelines provided the attire policy: 
 

 Must promote safe and supportive learning environments and improve school safety 
and discipline;  

 Must be district-wide for all students in kindergarten through grade 8; 

 May prohibit types or styles of clothing; 

 May require solid colored clothing and fabrics for pants, skirts, shorts or similar 
clothing and short or long sleeved shirts with collars;  

 May authorize a small logo but may not authorize a motto or slogan; and 

 Must allow parents to only opt-out for religious purposes or by reason of a student’s 
disability.     

 
The policy is proposed to be renamed to Dress Code and School Uniforms.   Attached are 
the Notice of Intended Action and the proposed policy amendment.  Changes are indicated 
by underscoring words to be added and striking through words to be deleted.  
 
It is recommended that The School Board of Miami-Dade County, Florida, adopt a district-wide 
uniform policy in Kindergarten through eighth grade in order to protect the safety and welfare 
of students attending our schools. 
 

GOOD CAUSE 
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This policy is being submitted as an emergency adoption of a proposed amendment to School 
Board policy pursuant to the Florida Administrative Procedure Act, § 120.54(4), Fla.Stat. 
(2014).  Emergency action is required in order to protect the health, safety, or welfare of 
students by mandating that students in Kindergarten through eighth grade wear school 
uniforms while attending public school in the school district of Miami-Dade County, Florida. 
           
Authorization of the Board is requested for the Superintendent to undertake emergency 
rulemaking proceedings in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act to adopt the 
amendment to School Board Policy 5511, Dress and Grooming. 
 

This item does not appear on the published Agenda.  There exists good cause to vary from 
the published Agenda in order to timely effectuate the changes by the legislatively 
prescribed deadline of September 1, 2015.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDED:  That The School Board of Miami-Dade County, Florida, adopt 

Emergency School Board Policy 5511-EP-2015-2016, No.1, 

Dress Code and School Uniforms, to be effective August 5, 
2015. 

 
IRM-C:mo 
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NOTICE OF INTENDED ACTION TO ADOPT EMERGENCY POLICY 

THE SCHOOL BOARD OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, announces the adoption of 

Board Policy 5511-EP 2015-2016, No. 1, Dress Code and School Uniforms, at its meeting of 

August 5, 2015. 

SPECIFIC REASONS FOR FINDING AN IMMEDIATE DANGER TO THE PUBLIC HEALTH 

AND WELFARE:  Requiring that students enrolled in Kindergarten through eighth grade wear 

school uniforms will serve to protect and enhance the safety and welfare of these students. 

REASONS WHY PROCEDURE IS FAIR UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES: It is essential that 

emergency rulemaking be initiated to comply with legislative requirements involving mandatory 

school uniforms. 

PURPOSE AND EFFECT OF EMERGENCY POLICY: In order to promote a safe and 

supportive learning environment and improve school safety and discipline, and to receive 

financial incentives offered by the Florida Legislature, the Board Policy 5511, Dress and 

Grooming, is proposed to be amended to require all students in grades K-8 to participate in a 

mandatory school uniform program. Policy and process provisions allowing schools to select the 

school uniform will not be changed and no-uniform days may be authorized by the principal for 

specific purposes such as fundraising, rewards, spirit days, and club days. Exemptions are 

provided for a student’s sincerely held religious belief and when a parent requests a reasonable 

accommodation to address a student’s disability. The proposed amendments include changing 

the title to Dress Code and School Uniforms.   

SUMMARY OF EMERGENCY POLICY: Policy 5511, Dress and Grooming, is proposed to be 

amended to require all students in grades K-8 to participate in a mandatory school uniform 

program. Policy and process provisions allowing schools to select the school uniform will not be 

changed and no-uniform days may be authorized by the principal for specific purposes such as 

fundraising, rewards, spirit days, and club days. Exemptions are provided for a student’s 

sincerely held religious belief and when a parent requests a reasonable accommodation to 

address a student’s disability. The proposed amendments include changing the title to Dress 

Code and School Uniforms.   

DATE AND TIME OF EFFECTIVENESS:  August 5, 2015 

SPECIFIC LEGAL AUTHORITY UNDER WHICH RULEMAKING IS AUTHORIZED: 120.54(4), 

1001.41 (1), (2), 1001.42(4), (8) 1001.43 (1)(b),  F.S.  

LAWS IMPLEMENTED INTERPRETED OR MADE SPECIFIC: 1011.78, F.S.  

IF REQUESTED, A HEARING WILL BE HELD DURING SCHOOL BOARD MEETING OF 

August 5, 2015, which begins at 1:00 p.m., in the School Board Auditorium, 1450 N.E. Second 

Avenue, Miami, Florida 33132.  

COPIES OF THE EMERGENCY POLICY are available to the public for inspection and copying, 

at cost, in the Citizen Information Center, Room 102, 1450 N.E. Second Avenue, Miami, Florida 

33132. 

 

  

 














