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Office of Superintendent of School July 28, 2020 
Board Meeting of August 12, 2020 
 
Office of The Superintendent  
Jaime G. Torrens, Chief of Staff 
 
SUBJECT: FINAL READING:  PROPOSED  AMENDMENT  TO POLICY 9142, 

DIVERSITY, EQUITY AND EXCELLENCE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 
COMMITTEE: PERSONNEL, STUDENT, SCHOOL & COMMUNITY SUPPORT 
 
LINK TO  
STRATEGIC 
BLUEPRINT:           INFORMED, ENGAGED AND EMPOWERED STAKEHOLDERS 
 
At its June 17, 2020, regular meeting, the Board approved Agenda item D-60, authorizing 
the Superintendent to initiate rulemaking proceedings to amend Board Policy 9142, Diversity 
Equity and Excellence Committee. 
 
In 1956, litigation seeking the desegregation of Miami-Dade County Public Schools (M-DCPS) 
was first filed two years after the U.S. Supreme Court decision in Brown v. Board of Education 
that “separate but equal” was unconstitutional. The verdict of Brown v. Board was a 
remarkable achievement in our country’s history. Since then, M-DCPS has maintained a 
unitary educational system. On June 21, 2001, and modified on August 16, 2001, the United 
States District Court issued an order ending the State of Florida’s oversight of M-DCPS. 
Following the decision, the Board created the Diversity, Equity and Excellence Advisory 
Committee (“DEEAC”), to ensure that M-DCPS maintains a fair and equitable educational 
system. Furthermore, after six decades with many accomplishments regarding public 
education, M-DCPS remains committed with the goal of eliminating disparities and 
educational barriers and continues progressing toward racial parity and diversity within M-
DCPS. 
 
The goal of DEEAC is to eliminate disparities and educational barriers and continue 
progressing toward racial parity and diversity. Under the guidance of the Office of Educational 
Equity, Access and Diversity (OEEAD), DEEAC is at the forefront by ensuring that present 
and past inequities, disparaging inequalities and injustices are remedied within our education 
system. DEEAC is aware that continual revisions of Board policies must be made to provide 
an even greater opportunity to support students’ achievement toward learning and life goals, 
while recognizing that present disparities and educational barriers still exist in today’s society. 
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At the School Board meeting of June 15, 2017, the Board approved Agenda Item H-6, 
proffered by School Board Member Vice-Chair, Dr. Steve Gallon III and co-sponsored by 
School Board Members Dr. Martin Karp and Ms. Maria Teresa Rojas. This item directed the 
Superintendent to: 
 

1) review the requisite elements of Policy 9142 to determine the status of School Board 
compliance regarding same; 2) review the organization and oversight of, and assistance and 
support provided to the Diversity, Equity, and Excellence Advisory Committee (DEEAC); 
3)Engage the DEEAC members in a workshop to review policy provisions and expectations, 
discuss and clarify annual committee reporting deliverables, and solicit feedback and 
recommendations about ways to improve committee organization, assistance, support, 
engagement, and work; and 4) provide status update to the Board inclusive of 
recommendation for enhancement to policy, practice, and/or personnel that will improve the 
organization and oversight of, and assistance and support provided to the DEEAC that will 
ensure compliance with Policy 9142 and related annual reporting requirements by the School 
Board Meeting of October 11, 2017. 

 
The proposed amendments to Policy 9142, Diversity, Equity and Excellence Advisory 
Committee, reflect the addition of committee membership requirements, revisions to 
committee member responsibilities, revisions to the annual reporting compliance, and 
language referring to the requirements of meetings provisions of this policy. The 
amendments are consistent with the recommendations of the Board. 
 
The Notice of Intended Action was published in the Miami Daily Business Review on June 
22, 2020, and posted in various places for public information and mailed to various 
organizations representing persons affected by the amended Policies and to individuals 
requesting notification.  The time to request a hearing or protest the adoption of this 
amendment has elapsed.   

 
Attached are the Notice of Intended Action and the Policy amendments. Changes are 
indicated by underscoring words to be added and striking through words to be deleted. 

 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDED: That The School Board of Miami-Dade County, Florida, adopt the 
proposed amendments to Policy 9142, Diversity, Equity and 
Excellence Advisory Committee and  authorize the Superintendent to 
file the amended policy with The School Board of Miami-Dade County, 
Florida, to be effective August 12, 2020.
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NOTICE OF INTENDED ACTION 
 

THE SCHOOL BOARD OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, announced on June 17, 
2020, its intention to amend Board Policy 9142, Diversity, Equity and Excellence Advisory 
Committee, at its regular meeting on August 12, 2020. 
 
PURPOSE AND EFFECT: Amendments are proposed to Policy 9142, Diversity, Equity and 
Excellence Advisory Committee, is being amended to reflect the addition of committee 
membership requirements, revisions to committee member responsibilities, revisions to the 
annual reporting compliance, and language referring to the requirements of meeting 
provisions of the policy. 
 
SUMMARY: Policy 9142, Diversity, Equity and Excellence Advisory Committee, is proposed 
to be amended to allow for the establishment of committee membership requirements to 
include composition, term, and vacancies when serving in the DEAAC; enhancing the 
responsibilities of the DEEAC members; provide for additional guidelines for annual 
reporting, provide language for meeting requirements, and provide for additional District staff 
support. 
 
SPECIFIC LEGAL AUTHORITY UNDER WHICH RULEMAKING IS AUTHORIZED:   
1001.41 (1), (2); 1001.42 (6), (7); 1001.43(11), F.S. 
 
LAW IMPLEMENTED, INTERPRETED, OR MADE SPECIFIC: 1001.452 F.S.; 1000.05 F.S. 
 
IF REQUESTED, A HEARING WILL BE HELD DURING THE BOARD MEETING of, 
August  12 ,  2020 ,  which begins at 1:00 p.m., in the School Board Administration 
Building, School Board Auditorium, 1450 N. E. Second Avenue, Miami, Florida 33132.  
Persons requesting such a hearing or who wish to provide information regarding the 
statement of estimated regulatory costs, or to provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory 
alternative as provided by Section 120.541(1), F.S., must do so in writing by J u l y  1 4 ,  
2 0 2 0  to the Superintendent of Schools, Room 912, at the same address. 
 
ANY PERSON-WHO DECIDES TO APPEAL THE DECISION made by The School 
Board of Miami-Dade County, Florida, with respect to this action, will need to ensure the 
preparation of a verbatim record of the proceedings including the testimony and 
evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. Section 286.0105, F.S. 
 
A COPY OF THE PROPOSED AMENDED POLICY is available at cost to the public for 
inspection and copying in the Citizen Information Center, Room 102, 1450 Northeast 
Second Avenue, Miami, Florida 33132. 
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	COMMITTEE: PERSONNEL, STUDENT, SCHOOL & COMMUNITY SUPPORT
	At its June 17, 2020, regular meeting, the Board approved Agenda item D-60, authorizing the Superintendent to initiate rulemaking proceedings to amend Board Policy 9142, Diversity Equity and Excellence Committee.
	In 1956, litigation seeking the desegregation of Miami-Dade County Public Schools (M-DCPS) was first filed two years after the U.S. Supreme Court decision in Brown v. Board of Education that “separate but equal” was unconstitutional. The verdict of Br...




