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Board Meeting of February 13, 2024 
 
Ms. Monica Colucci, Vice Chair  
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 Ms. Mary Blanco 
 Dr. Steve Gallon III 
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SUBJECT:  THAT THE SCHOOL BOARD OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, 

APPROVE THE ENDORSEMENT OF MARCH 2024, AS 
DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES AWARENESS MONTH 

 
COMMITTEE:  PERSONNEL, STUDENT, SCHOOL & COMMUNITY SUPPORT 
 
LINK TO STRATEGIC  
PLAN:   INFORMED, ENGAGED & EMPOWERED STAKEHOLDERS 
 
Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month is recognized annually in March, through 
presidential proclamation, as an opportunity to celebrate the inclusion of people with 
developmental disabilities in civic and social life to create strong and diverse 
communities. 
 
Developmental disabilities include limitations in function resulting from disorders of the 
developing nervous system. These limitations manifest during infancy or childhood as delays 
in reaching developmental milestones or as lack of function in one or multiple domains, 
including cognition, motor performance, vision, hearing and speech, and behavior. 
 
Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month traces its origins to 1987, when President 
Ronald Reagan officially declared its observance. Since then, organizations, advocates, 
and communities have come together annually to promote understanding, inclusion, and 
the rights of individuals with developmental disabilities, desiring for a more inclusive society. 
 
In 1990, President George W. Bush signed the Americans with Disabilities Act. The act was 
amended to shift from the goals of independence, integration, and productivity toward 
interdependence, inclusion, and recognition of individual contributions. Training opportunities 
were expanded to include professionals, paraprofessionals, family members, and individuals 
with developmental disabilities, and advocate for innovative public policy and community 
acceptance. 

Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month is a month-long observance that brings 
attention to the varied and unique experiences of individuals with developmental disabilities. 
Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month serves as a reminder of these principles, 
emphasizing the value, rights, and aspirations of those with developmental disabilities.  
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Orange is a color symbolizing energy and positivity. It is also the official color of Developmental 
Disabilities Awareness Month. One of the ways to recognize and promote Developmental 
Disabilities Awareness Month is to wear orange throughout the month.  

This item has been reviewed and approved by the General Counsel’s Office as to form and 
legal sufficiency. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ACTION PROPOSED BY 
MS. MONICA COLUCCI:  That The School Board of Miami-Dade County, 

Florida, approve the endorsement of March 2024, as 
Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month. 

 


