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Dr. Steve Gallon Ill, Board Member

Co-Sponsors: Ms. Maria Teresa Rojas, Chair
Ms. Monica Colucci, Vice Chair
Dr. Dorothy Bendross-MindingalI REVISED AT DAIS BY BOARD ACTION
Ms. Mary Blanco
Mr. Daniel Espino

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR APPROVAL OF RESOLUTION NO. 24-019 OF
THE SCHOOL BOARD OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA,
RECOGNIZING | HAVE A DREAM FOUNDATION MIAMI FOR
THEIR CONTINUOUS SUPPORT OF THE COMMUNITY AND
THE STUDENTS OF THE MIAMI-DADE COUNTY PUBLIC

SCHOOLS
COMMITTEE: PERSONNEL, STUDENT, SCHOOL, & COMMUNITY
LINK TO STRATEGIC
PLAN: INFORMED, ENGAGED, & EMPOWERED STAKEHOLDERS

The | Have a Dream program, founded in 1981 by Eugene Lang, has been making significant
strides in supporting at-risk youth by providing them with access to education and mentorship
opportunities. The program, which operates nationwide, has had a profound impact on the
lives of countless individuals, including those in the Miami-Dade community.

The Miami chapter of the | Have a Dream Foundation Miami, established in 1995 by
Stephanie and Jules Trump, adopted the entire second grade class (97 Dreamers) at Charles
R. Drew School in Liberty City led by program coordinator Ricky Wiggins. Out of 97
Dreamers, 95 Dreamers reached the twelfth grade, 83 of them graduated in 2005 on time
and, 54 graduated college and several are currently enrolled in higher education. | Have A
Dream has been instrumental in ensuring that children from economically disadvantaged
backgrounds have the necessary resources and support to pursue their academic goals.
Through comprehensive programs that include tutoring, mentoring, college prep classes, and
counseling, the foundation has helped numerous Dreamers defy the odds and achieve
academic success.

The Class of 2032 Dreamers, currently in the 3rd grade at Fulford Elementary School,
represents the next generation of leaders and scholars in our community. By adopting this
class, the | Have a Dream Foundation of Miami has committed to providing them with the
same opportunities afforded to previous cohorts, ensuring that they have the tools and
support needed to realize their full potential. The program has two full time directors, Jonas
Severe and Nicole Taylor, who work closely with our Dreamers and their parents. They also
involve their families by showing them how to support their children’s academic success.
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These Dreamers are provided with year-round (after school and summer) programs of
academic enhancement, as well as cultural, social, and recreational activities, throughout
their entire educational years; elementary, middle and high school. This continuous
motivation and support at an early stage in their lives remains consistent through high school
giving them the stability and proper tools that children need and deserve to reach their
academic success.

Therefore, we, The School Board of Miami-Dade County, Florida, hereby recognize and
commend the | Have a Dream Foundation of Miami for their dedication, perseverance, and
commitment to academic excellence and to the students of the Miami-Dade County Public
Schools.

ACTION PROPOSED BY

DR. STEVE GALLON llI: That The School Board of Miami-Dade County,
Florida, approve Resolution No. 24-019 of The School
Board of Miami-Dade County, Florida, recognizing |
Have a Dream Foundation Miami for their continuous
support of the community and the students of the
Miami-Dade County Public Schools.



RESOLUTION NO. 24-019 OF THE SCHOOL BOARD OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA,
RECOGNIZING | HAVE A DREAM FOUNDATION MIAMI FOR THEIR CONTINUOUS SUPPORT
OF THE COMMUNITY AND THE STUDENTS OF THE MIAMI-DADE COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

WHEREAS, The | Have a Dream program, founded in 1981 by Eugene Lang, has been making
significant strides in supporting at-risk youth by providing them with access to education and
mentorship opportunities. The program, which operates nationwide, has had a profound impact on the
lives of countless individuals, including those in the Miami-Dade community; and

WHEREAS, the Miami chapter of the | Have a Dream Foundation Miami, established in 1995 by
Stephanie and Jules Trump, adopted the entire second grade class (97 Dreamers) at Charles R.
Drew School in Liberty City led by program coordinator Ricky Wiggins. Out of 97 Dreamers, 95
Dreamers reached the twelfth grade, 83 of them graduated in 2005 on time and, 54 graduated college
and several are currently enrolled in higher education. | Have A Dream has been instrumental in
ensuring that children from economically disadvantaged backgrounds have the necessary resources
and support to pursue their academic goals. Through comprehensive programs that include tutoring,
mentoring, college prep classes, and counseling, the foundation has helped numerous Dreamers defy
the odds and achieve academic success; and

WHEREAS, the Class of 2032 Dreamers, currently in the 3rd grade at Fulford Elementary School,
represents the next generation of leaders and scholars in our community. By adopting this class, the |
Have a Dream Foundation of Miami has committed to providing them with the same opportunities
afforded to previous cohorts, ensuring that they have the tools and support needed to realize their full
potential. The program has two full time directors, Jonas Severe and Nicole Taylor, who work closely
with our Dreamers and their parents. They also involve their families by showing them how to support
their children’s academic success; and

WHEREAS, these Dreamers are provided with year-round (after school and summer) programs of
academic enhancement, as well as cultural, social, and recreational activities, throughout their entire
educational years; elementary, middle and high school. This continuous motivation and support at an
early stage in their lives remains consistent through high school giving them the stability and proper
tools that children need and deserve to reach their academic success.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT:
The School Board of Miami-Dade County, Florida, approve Resolution No. 24-019 of The School
Board of Miami-Dade County, Florida, to recognize and commend the | Have a Dream Foundation of
Miami for their dedication, perseverance, and commitment to academic excellence and to the
students of the Miami-Dade County Public Schools.
A copy of this resolution is placed in the permanent records of this Board.

Presented this thirteenth day of March, A.D. 2024

THE SCHOOL BOARD OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA

CHAIR

ATTEST:

Secretary



