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The School Board of Miami-Dade County remains committed to ensuring the safe arrival and dismissal
of students in its public schools. This commitment, though extended to all students, recognizes the
heightened awareness and attention that is given to student populations reflecting the District’s
youngest and most vulnerable.

Although Miami-Dade County Public Schools (M-DCPS) has adopted and employed, and is responsible
to and accountable for the safety, security, and well-being of students while in school, ensuring the
safety of students traveling to and from school requires the involvement, support, and resources of
external partners, such as Miami-Dade County and local municipalities.

One critical resource that provides support, assistance, and supervision of students traveling to and
from school is the position of school crossing guards. In Florida, several statutes provide guidance to
school superintendents, school boards, and local governments in determining hazardous walking
conditions for school children. In fact, Florida Statute 1006.23 establishes guidelines for determining
hazardous walking conditions and provides for the utilization of school crossing guards as a means of
addressing such conditions for elementary school students whose grade level does not exceed grade
6. The function of a school crossing guard is to create gaps in traffic to allow the safe crossing of
students to and from school. Crossing guards are typically posted at marked crosswalks in the vicinity
of the school on the designated walking route.

At the School Board meeting of November 17, 2021, the Board approved Agenda Item H-3 Revised,
proffered by School Board Member Ms. Mari Tere Rojas and unanimously co-sponsored by members
of the Board. The item directed the Superintendent of Schools to work with local municipalities and the
County to discuss the feasibility of funding and request the deployment of school crossing guards to
high schools; review and analyze current traffic patterns and conditions which may be hazardous to
high school students in the district with appropriate staff and senior high school principals to determine
appropriate legislative action to be considered by the Board for local governments to assign school
crossing guards to high schools; and provide a report to the Board by March 31, 2022. Also, at the
School Board Meeting of March 13, 2019, the School Board approved School Board Agenda Item H-6,
School Crossing Guards to collaborate with Miami-Dade County to review the assignment of school
crossing guards and discuss the procedures for requesting additional school crossing guards, where
needed.

Revised?
H-12



During the 2023 legislative session, the state of Florida approved new measures that seek to address
and improve the safety of students traveling to and from school, and in the vicinity of identified school
zones. Although these measures were an improved step in addressing and strengthening awareness
and consequences for reckless drivers in school speed zones, a continued review of existing walking
conditions, practices, policies, provisions, and partnerships must be conducted at M-DCPS’ schools,
especially those identified pursuant to F.S. 1006.23.

Recently, a 12-year-old M-DCPS student was fatally struck by a vehicle while walking his younger
siblings to school. According to reports, the children were three blocks away from school.

Across the nation, there continues to be an increase in the number of students involved in accidents
while walking or cycling to and from school, many resulting in fatalities. Although the provision of school
crossing guards serves as a critically important step in improving the protection, safety, and well-being
of students, a review of existing conditions, provisions, policies, partnerships, and practices should be
conducted.

Lastly, in addition to hazardous walking conditions for students that involve vehicle and related
collisions, other conditions exist which jeopardize the health, safety, and well-being of students
associated with flooding. During extreme weather conditions, many areas throughout Miami-Dade
County suffer from lack of working/visible signage and sidewalks, as well as excessive flooding that
result in students wading through unsafe and unsanitary conditions to attend school or staying home
and not being able to attend school altogether. One such area exists in Miami-Dade County in which
tenants at the apartment complex have had a long history of dealing with mold, mildew, animals, and
plumbing issues in their units during periods of excessive flooding. School aged children attending
district schools reside in this complex and are often unable to attend school due to hazardous walking
conditions when extreme weather conditions occur. Engagement with Miami-Dade County and
impacted municipalities should be facilitated to identify and address such areas and develop a plan to
support impacted students and their families when students are physically unable to navigate such
conditions to attend school.

This item seeks to direct the Superintendent to collaborate with Miami-Dade County and the
Transportation Planning Organization (TPO) to identify hazardous walking conditions for school children
and where appropriate, develop and/or expand existing approaches, resources, partnerships,
strategies, and/or sidewalk/signage issues that improve the safety and well-being of school age children
walking to school; identify known flood zones that result in unsafe and unsanitary conditions that
threaten the health, safety, and/or well-being of school age children and/or prevent them from attending
school and develop partnerships and/or policies that address said conditions and/or preclusions; and
provide an update to the School Board at the May 8, 2024 Personnel Services and Student and School
Support Committee.

This item has been reviewed by the Office of General Counsel for legal sufficiency.

ACTION PROPOSED BY
DR. STEVE GALLON Il That The School Board of Miami-Dade County, Florida:

1. collaborate with Miami-Dade County and the Transportation
Planning Organization (TPO) to identify hazardous walking
conditions for school children and where appropriate, develop
and/or expand existing approaches, resources, partnerships,
strategies, and/or sidewalk/signage issues that improve the
safety and well-being of school age children walking to school;

2. identify known flood zones that result in unsafe and unsanitary
conditions that threaten the health, safety, and/or well-being
of school age children and/or prevent them from attending
school and develop partnerships and/or policies that address
said conditions and/or preclusions; and

3. provide an update to the School Board at the May 8, 2024,
Personnel Services and Student and School Support

Committee.

aow—<o3y

oo w—<0omy



