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Office of School Board Members                                                                             August 9, 2024 
Board Meeting of August 13, 2024 
 
Ms. Luisa Santos, Board Member 
 
SUBJECT:  REQUEST FOR APPROVAL OF RESOLUTION NO. 24-057 OF THE 

SCHOOL BOARD OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, RECOGNIZING 
OPENING OF SCHOOLS COMMUNITY SUPPORTERS 

 
COMMITTEE: PERSONNEL, STUDENT, SCHOOL & COMMUNITY SUPPORT 
 
 
LINK TO STRATEGIC 
PLAN:  INFORMED, ENGAGED, & EMPOWERED STAKEHOLDERS 
 
At Miami-Dade County Public Schools, the opening of schools is made possible by so many  community 
supporters. They play a critical role in ensuring that our schools are ready before our students walk 
through the door on the first day of class. These community school champions  have already worked long 
hours ensuring that students find a school environment that is welcoming and conducive to learning. 
They set up classrooms, organize instructional materials and supplies, and ensure that buildings are 
clean and safe. The following people are some of the outstanding opening of schools community 
supporters in District 9:  
 

• Chico Goldsmith from the Sunshine Corvette Club has been a sponsor of the Neva King Cooper 

Educational Center for over 30 years. The support received from Mr. Goldsmith and the club 

includes gifts for students, activities during the holidays, and even an annual visit from Mr. and 

Mrs. Claus. 

 

• Nicole Florian, staff member at BioTECH @ Richmond Heights 9-12 Senior High School, has 

worked tirelessly during the Summer Break on BioTECH’s recruitment efforts.  She has reached 

out to parents, participated in community events and facilitated several tours highlighting the 

uniqueness of the Conservation Biology program. Additionally, she has collaborated with the 

Administrative Team in a myriad of tasks in preparation for the 2024 – 2025 school year. 

 

• Beatriz Fernandez-Rossi, 5th Grade Teacher at Howard Drive Elementary School, has been 

instrumental in updating and enhancing the school grounds and has transformed them into a 

welcoming haven. By maintaining and expanding the school's gardens, she is creating a peaceful 

and educational oasis for everyone to enjoy. By painting benches and improving the appearance 

of indoor walls, she has brought color and warmth to the entire school. Ms. Fernandez actively 

engages Howard Drive alumni, families, and friends in beautification projects, inspiring students 

from Palmetto Middle, Palmetto High, and even universities to contribute.  

 

• Laura Rodriguez is the Director of Campus Administration at Miami Dade College Homestead 

Campus. She has graciously opened her doors to Homestead Senior High School with no 

hesitation for several events, including the opening of schools. Ms. Rodriguez offered the use of 

the MDC Homestead Campus Conference room and created an atmosphere of inspiration and 

creativity to welcome the entire school faculty and staff back to school. Her willingness to create 

a collaborative culture between MDC Homestead and Homestead Senior High shows the 

commitment that public education makes to the growth and development of our students.  

 



 
 
 
 

 

• Dylan Veras, rising senior and SGA leader at School for Advanced Studies - Homestead 

Campus, took the lead on organizing a special event for new students at SAS Homestead. The 

event has been called the "Mentor/Mentee” activity where all the new students are matched up 

with returning Homestead seniors for various activities to familiarize the new students with the 

campus and how everything works. His efforts are pivotal as they help make the transitioning of 

new students to a new environment on a college campus much easier.   

This resolution recognizes District 9 opening of school community supporters for their leadership, 
dedication, countless contributions and unwavering commitment that make our schools better learning 
communities.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ACTION PROPOSED BY  
MS. LUISA SANTOS: That The School Board of Miami-Dade County, Florida, 

approve Resolution No. 24-057 of The School Board of 
Miami-Dade County, Florida, recognizing District 9 
opening of schools community supporters.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



RESOLUTION NO. 24-057 OF THE SCHOOL BOARD OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, 
RECOGNIZING DISTRICT 9 OPENING OF SCHOOL COMMUNITY SUPPORTERS 
 
WHEREAS, At Miami-Dade County Public Schools, the opening of schools is made possible by so many  
community supporters. They play a critical role in ensuring that our schools are ready before our students 
walk through the door on the first day of class. These community school champions  have already worked 
long hours ensuring that students find a school environment that is welcoming and conducive to learning. They 
set up classrooms, organize instructional materials and supplies, and ensure that buildings are clean and safe. 
The following people are some of the outstanding opening of schools community supporters in District 9:  
 

• Chico Goldsmith from the Sunshine Corvette Club has been a sponsor of the Neva King Cooper 
Educational Center for over 30 years. The support received from Mr. Goldsmith and the club includes 
gifts for students, activities during the holidays, and even an annual visit from Mr. and Mrs. Claus. 
 

• Nicole Florian, staff member at BioTECH @ Richmond Heights 9-12 Senior High School, has 
worked tirelessly during the Summer Break on BioTECH’s recruitment efforts.  She has reached out 
to parents, participated in community events and facilitated several tours highlighting the uniqueness 
of the Conservation Biology program. Additionally, she has collaborated with the Administrative Team 
in a myriad of tasks in preparation for the 2024 – 2025 school year. 
 

• Beatriz Fernandez-Rossi, 5th Grade Teacher at Howard Drive Elementary School, has been 
instrumental in updating and enhancing the school grounds and has transformed them into a 
welcoming haven. By maintaining and expanding the school's gardens, she is creating a peaceful and 
educational oasis for everyone to enjoy. By painting benches and improving the appearance of indoor 
walls, she has brought color and warmth to the entire school. Ms. Fernandez actively engages Howard 
Drive alumni, families, and friends in beautification projects, inspiring students from Palmetto Middle, 
Palmetto High, and even universities to contribute.  
 

• Laura Rodriguez is the Director of Campus Administration at Miami Dade College Homestead 
Campus. She has graciously opened her doors to Homestead Senior High School with no hesitation 
for several events, including the opening of schools. Ms. Rodriguez offered the use of the MDC 
Homestead Campus Conference room and created an atmosphere of inspiration and creativity to 
welcome the entire school faculty and staff back to school. Her willingness to create a collaborative 
culture between MDC Homestead and Homestead Senior High shows the commitment that public 
education makes to the growth and development of our students.  
 

• Dylan Veras, rising senior and SGA leader at School for Advanced Studies - Homestead Campus, 
took the lead on organizing a special event for new students at SAS Homestead. The event has been 
called the "Mentor/Mentee” activity where all the new students are matched up with returning 
Homestead seniors for various activities to familiarize the new students with the campus and how 
everything works. His efforts are pivotal as they help make the transitioning of new students to a new 
environment on a college campus much easier. 

WHEREAS, This resolution recognizes District 9 opening of schools community supporters for their 
leadership, dedication, countless contributions and unwavering commitment that make our schools better 
learning communities. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 
 
The School Board of Miami-Dade County, Florida, approve Resolution No. 24-057 of The School Board of 
Miami-Dade County, Florida, recognizing District 9 opening of schools community supporters.  
 
A copy of this resolution is placed in the permanent records of this Board.  
 

Presented this thirteenth day of August, A.D. 2024 
 
THE SCHOOL BOARD OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 
 

_______________________________ 
SCHOOL BOARD CHAIR 

ATTEST: 
 
_______________________    
Secretary 


