
Building Bright 
Futures

ADVANCING EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION IN M-DCPS 
THROUGH QUALITY, COLLABORATION, AND ACCOUNTABILITY 





Early talks boost cognitive 
& language equity 
(Rowe et al., 2023) 

Higher preschool attendance = 
fewer delays in literacy and social skills 

(Rowe et al., 2023) 

Predicts academic success at age 15 
(Melhuish et al., 2023) 



Programs Offered 
& Funding Models 

Investing in Our Youngest Learners:



M-DCPS Early Childhood 



M-DCPS Early Childhood 



M-DCPS Early Childhood 



M-DCPS Early Childhood 



M-DCPS Early Childhood 



Other M-DCPS Early Childhood Options 



Transition to Kindergarten (TTK)

• Provide technical assistance and support to all 

stakeholders involved in the transition of children 

from privately-owned prekindergarten programs to 

kindergarten classes to help promote kindergarten 

readiness.

• Three TTK Ambassadors work with  574 early 

learning centers/providers and neighboring Title I 

elementary and PK - 8 centers.

• Work with the Early Learning Coalition by providing 

training such as “It’s Okay to Play in VPK!”

TTK Ambassadors Program



Transition to Kindergarten (TTK)



VPK Accountability & 
High Quality Programs

Measuring Success:



High Quality Programming



Standards-Based Instruction



High Quality Programs





Designation Formula



•

•

•

CLASS Assessment Results



Provider/School 
CLASS Composite Score Comparison 

below 4.0 4.0-4.9 5.0-5.9 6.0 & above below 4.0 4.0-4.9 5.0-5.9 6.0 & above below 4.0 4.0-4.9 5.0-5.9 6.0 & above

2 Years in 
a Row!



2023-2024 Kindergarten Readiness Comparative Scores
(Fall 2024-Kindergarten Students)

Data source: ARDA 



EXCELLENT

ABOVE EXPECTATIONS

140 Schools

45 Schools

VPK Program Designations
2024-2025





Department of Early Childhood Programs 
Professional Learning 



Families as Partners 



Enrollment Trends & 
Demands 

Understanding Our Pre-K Lansscape:



Data source: ARDA February FTE 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024, and 2025

8,200

9,542
9,937 9,834 9,615



VPK Enrollment 2025-2026



Years of VPK

165,058 

Students Prepared
Families Engaged 

Opportunities Created
2005-2025

Data Source: ARDA 2020-2025 



Alignment with the ECE 
Framework for Future 

Growth 

Strategic Vision:



data source: Population Query System - FL Department of Health
*Provisional

https://www.flhealthcharts.gov/FLQUERY_New/Population/Count
https://www.flhealthcharts.gov/FLQUERY_New/Population/Count
https://www.flhealthcharts.gov/FLQUERY_New/Population/Count
https://www.flhealthcharts.gov/FLQUERY_New/Population/Count


•

•

•

Miami-Dade 
County, FL

Data Points

4.7

%





GOALS:

￭   Enhance Student Readiness and
     Early Engagement​

￭   Strengthen the M-DCPS K–12
     Pipeline​

￭  Maximize the utilization of
    available High-Quality Classroom 
    Seats
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