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What is Assistive Technology?

Assistive Technology is 
identified in IDEA 2004 as: 

Any item, piece of 
equipment or product 
system, whether acquired 
commercially off the shelf, 
modified, or customized, 
that is used to increase, 
maintain, or improve the 
functional capabilities of 
children with disabilities. 



Instructional Technology
Instructional technology is provided across classrooms to support curriculum. 
Examples of instructional technology include digital textbooks in the Student 
Portal, desktop and laptop computers, and interactive white boards.



AT Consideration  

Assistive Technology must be considered at every IEP meeting. 

AT consideration is a dynamic, continuous process in which the IEP Team asks: 

• What do you want to know about the student’s skills and abilities?

• How can Assistive Technology help the school team find out?

• Are there AT tools and strategies that would help the student achieve their IEP 
goals?

• Has the student had the opportunity to use instructional or assistive technology?



Who Can Receive Assistive Technology?

Assistive technology is provided to students with IEPs/504s to 
support their access to the curriculum. AT is directly tied to a 
student’s IEP goals or 504 accommodations.

Students who do not have 504s or IEPs may still benefit form 
assistive technology through M-DCPS’s BYOD policy.

mdcpsinnovation.bring-your-own-device



Accommodations

 BYOD

 Alternate modes of response –
keyboarding, dictation, use of a 
scribe, oral response

 Provide copy of notes

 Allow annotation and marking of 
answers directly in workbook

 Highlighting of answers

 Reduction of work if mastery is 
shown

 Increased time for 
classwork/homework (specified 
amount of time) 

 Increased wait time for response

 Token economy/reward systems

 Movement breaks

 Multisensory presentation of material

 Visual supports

 Agenda/ Communication Log

 To Do List

 Email/One Drive for assignments

 Verbal prompt to turn in assignments

 Designated safe zone/safe person



No-Tech

graphic organizers, 
graph paper, 

binders as slant 
boards, 

highlighters, 
highlight tape, 

translucent colored 
folders

Low-Tech

pencil grips, EZC 
readers, page-
ups, adapted 

paper/raised line 
paper, highlight 
tape, adapted 
pens/pencils, 

universal holders

Mid-Tech

switches, 
calculators, 

voice-output 
devices, timers, 

digital recorders, 
adapted 

keyboard, screen 
magnifier, 

High-Tech

laptops, tablets, 
iPods, smart 

phones, smart 
watches, 

accessibility 
software/apps, 

accessibility 
features

Specialty High-Tech

eye-gaze 
communication 
devices, head-
tracking, EMG 

controlled 
devices

The Continuum of Assistive Technology



Expert Model vs. Collaborative Model

 Best practice for assistive technology has moved towards 
coaching and collaboration, rather than the expert model.

 The school staff who work with the students daily are the 
experts in their students.

 Collaboration allows for varied opinions, levels of experience, 
and skill-sets

 Options are better than recommendations



AT 
assessment 
is deemed 
necessary 
by IEP/504 

team

ATIP is 
initiated by 

school team 
by obtaining 

parental 
consent on 

FM-7641

ATIP leads to  
solution

Further 
support 
required

ATIP is completed and reviewed 
at IEP meeting. Upload ATIP to 

ESE-EMS

AT HELP DESK
AT Support Request submitted:

LATS provide: 
• Trainings

• Equipment trials
• Support with current tool

Assistive Technology Process Summary

ATIP is completed and reviewed 
at IEP meeting. Upload ATIP to 

ESE-EMS



The ATIP process starts with Parental 
Consent (FM 7641).  The process should 
reach a conclusion prior to 60 school days.

The 60 school day** timeline for completion 
begins when the parent(s) sign consent.

The timeline for completion is a maximum, 
not a minimum. AT can be implemented 
and documented as soon as a solution 
is found. 

Form 7641 
Parental Consent for AT 

Assessment

**The 60 school day timeline does not include 
weekends,  holidays or teacher planning days.



ATIP - Form 7067

Assistive Technology 
Implementation &
Assessment Plan

Page 1 – Student Demographics and 
School Team Information



ATIP - Form 7067

Assistive Technology 
Implementation &
Assessment Plan

Page 2 – Directions, Data Collection, 
Tools & Trials



ATIP - Form 7067

Assistive Technology 
Implementation &
Assessment Plan

Page 3 – Tools and Resources



ATIP - Form 7067

Assistive Technology 
Implementation &
Assessment Plan

Page 4 – Data Collection: 
Documentation



Choosing AT to Trial

When choosing AT to trial, consider:

 Student’s age and developmental level                                  

 Student’s interests/motivators/preferred rewards

 Student’s skill set

 Student’s endurance    

 Complexity of the task

 Length of the task

 Portability of device

 Environment/s where device will be used 

 Who will manage, store, and maintain the device





Tips for Using Assistive Technology and AAC

1. Practice using the device/s daily.

2. Start in small increments, (5 minutes) with careful
observation of signs for fatigue.

3. Model using the technology yourself.

4. Include pause time. AAC use takes longer than
verbal speech.

5. Don’t combine cognitively challenging tasks with
motorically challenging tasks.



Support: AT Help Desk

Fill out an AT Support Request: 

To request support go to:

https://atech.dadeschools.net

If you need assistance, training, or would like to 
try a device that is not available at the school, 
please visit the assistive technology webpage.



atech.dadeschools.net

Google Class Code:    
zwbcw75b


