
Learning Loss Index for Students with 
Disabilities 
Mami-Dade County Public Schools will create a Learning Loss Index to identify students with 
disabilities (SWDs) who may have regressed academically during the closure of schools 
associated with the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Multiple sources of the 2019-2020 data will be used in the creation of the index as indicated in 
the table below. 

Data Source Student Grades Specific Elements/Procedures 

i-Ready reading and 
mathematics results in 
AP1, AP2, and AP3 

K-8 

Multiple linear regression will be used to 
identify students who scored lower than 
expected on AP3, conditional on their AP1 
and AP2 results separately for each grade 
level and reading vs. mathematics 

i-Ready usage in reading 
and mathematics in 
Grading Period 4 

K-8 

Students with substantially lower usage of 
the i-Ready application in Grading Period 4 
compared with the Grading Period 3 will be 
identified separately for reading and 
mathematics. 

School absences in 
Grading Period 4 K-12 

Students who were absent more than a 
specific number of days1 during the 
Grading Period 4 will be identified. 

Academic grades in 
English Language Arts, 
Mathematics, Science, 
and Social Studies 

K-12 

Students who regressed from an academic 
grade of A-C in Grading Period 3 to a grade 
of D-F in Grading Period 4 will be identified 
separately for each of the core academic 
subjects. 

IEP goals completed K-12 
Students who completed less than a 
specific percentage of the IEP learning 
goals2 will be identified. 

High School Graduation 
Requirements in ELA and 
Algebra 1 

11-12 

Students who have not completed the 
graduation requirements and do not have 
waivers will be identified separately for ELA 
and Algebra 1. 

Procedure for the Calculation of the Learning Loss Index 

1. Each of the data elements listed in the table above will be converted to a dichotomous 
indicator.  

 
1 The actual number of the threshold for the number of days absent from school is subject to the data analysis 
results 
2 The actual threshold percentage for the completion of the IEP learning goals is subject to data analysis results. 



2. Then, the sum of the values of all indicators for each data source will be determined for 
each student.  

3. Subsequently, the student’s total of all indicator values will be divided by the maximum 
possible value which depends on the grade level of the student. 

The result is the Learning Loss Index. Once the values of such indices are analyzed, the 
threshold for identification of students who suffered a learning loss during the school closure 
period will be determined.   
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